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saying he wanted a UN investigation 
into his concerns on polling day 
instead. 

Officials are hoping the counting of 
ballots will begin on Wednesday. 
General, the veteran Uzbek strongman, 
is the last major challenger to Mr 
Karzai to come on board. 

But his spokesman says he will still 
make complaints about the way 
Saturday's vote was conducted, 
despite missing a deadline for doing 
so. 

Since Saturday’s election, candidates 
like General Dostum have been under 
intense pressure to abandon their 
boycott. 

Negotiations have involved Western 
diplomats as well as Afghan figures. 
But many believe that another factor 
in changing minds has been 
widespread anger among ordinary 
Afghans at what they saw as 
candidates obstructing a popular 
process for short-term political gain. 


Not to Lead in Error 
Surma With Neilee 
Totia 


The last days of the electoral campaign are 
passing. There are many candidates pursuing 
the presidency, and many of their ways and 
practices are out of order and disorganized 
This in turn will lead to many disruptions, 
threats. Dressurine influences and other 


It overshadowed what is wddely seen 
to have been a hugely successful first 
ever election for Afghanistan 
The candidates called the boycott 
after problems emerged with indelible 
ink designed to prevent fraud. 

But it started crumbling on Sunday. 
The key moment was when Yunus 
Qanuni, the most important rival to 
President Karzai, backed down. 


Another major rival to 
president, Hamid Karzai, 
has pulled out of a boycott 
of last Saturday's election. 

General Abdul Rashid Dostum now 
says that he is instead supporting a 
United Nations investigation into 
complaints about the voting 
General Dostum was one of 15 
candidates who called for the boycott 


On the other hand, the advantages of those who 
are linked with local and regional 
fundamentalist circles must not be ignored. 


With the afore-mentioned introduction we put 
the following question before the nation 


If by utilizing democracy and the lack of 
security throughout the country the 
fundamentalists win the election, what will be 
the purpose of all our efforts, from the Bonn 
Agreement on 0 

It is worth mentioning that some candidates 
inadvertently talk about fundamentalism, 
which draws the nation's attention to this issue 
This issue is to be contemplated from many 
aspects. 


It is possible that while these candidates are 
talking about fundamentalism during their 
electoral campaigns, they try to draw the 
attention of the people toward themselves, but 
it must serve as a warning for our people not to 
be taken unaware in this atmosphere ot 
democracy, the result of w'hich will lead to the 
destruction of all the hopes ot the nation 


rising llooa oi ncroin ocing 

cn ported from Afghanistan. 
The meeting, which has been 
organized by tiie UN Office 
oil Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC). will examine 
proposed border control and 
law enforcement measures in 
countries along some of the 
major drug trafficking routes 

out of Afghanistan. 

I NODC Executive Director 
aria Costa said the 
in Afghanistan of 
opium, which is used to make 
heroin "has become a national 
security threat to the country" 
and to its neighbors 
"Heroin is sold locally. 

1 causing major addiction and 
the spread of H1V/A1DS." Mr 
Costa added, calling on all 
countries to strengthen their 
measures against the scourge, 
Last year opium production in 
the country reached an 
estimated 3.600 tons, an 
increase of 6 per cent over the 
previous year sales and 
generated $1 billion lor 
farmers and SI.3 billion tor 
drua traffickers - or the 


Badakshan province near 
the borders with China. 

Tajikistan and Pakistan is 
the latest problem to hit the I Antonio M 
collection and counting of 
votes. 

The Russian-made Mi-8 
suffered engine failure. Mr 
Avery said. 

The helicopter had not yet 
picked up any ballot boxes 
when it crash-landed in a 
snow-field 

The US military is air¬ 
dropping warm clothes and 
food to help the crew and 
officials survive freezing 

temperatures overnight and 
of attempted to rescue them on 
up Wednesday. 

he Mr Avery conceded the 
;rs incident would slow the 
A recovery of ballots from the 


Victorious over the government, 
fundamentalism undoubtedly will once again 
push and retire the country into a comer away 
from politics and into cultural strangulation. 


The UN deadline for later called the vote a 
written complaints of success, 
irregularities in Since*Saturday several main 

Af g hsnista n*S candidates have vowed to 

presidential election accept the results of the 
has expired. election and abide by the 

\ three-member panel will findings, 

now scrutinize the p ™ ci P le amon S tham j ,s 
objections, which follow a Wnus Q» nu "V regarded as 

row on voting day over Mr Karzal ' s closest 
alleged fraud. ' challenger. 

Meanwhile ballot boxes are He has P rom ' sed to respect 
.piling up in centers around ° f ™ m °" s 1,1 

the country for the count, Afghans" and w 
set for Wednesday or There is also st 
Thursday confusion over 

In the north-east, a UN ot the UN inqi 
helicopter sent to collect names of two r 
votes has crash-landed in were given or 
mountains, leaving the eight third has : 
crew and officials on board announced 
stranded but unhurt. The panel will 

allegations of 

boycott not just problems'with the 
ink. 

At some polling stations 
agents for certain candidates 
were said to be telling people 
who to vote for. 

Vote organizers say ballots 
from areas where there are 
complaints will be isolated 
for checking by the UN 


surma w 


Ihe .International Republican Institute (IRI) 
conducted a one-day, public opinion survey in 
\fghanistan for the October 9 th 2004 presidential 
election. David Williams and Associates, a LS- 
based opinion research firm that specializes in 
international research projects, designed the 
methodology and oversaw the data collection 
process. An Afghan research network managed 
the fieldwork. 

Since there were neither extensive nationwide 
observers on election day, nor a parallel vote 
tally, this election day poll was conducted in 
order to provide confidence in the election 
process and an eventual check on the outcome. 
In acidition, IRI felt it was important to survey the 
opinion of ordinary Afghans sc that the 
President-elect will better understand his or her 
mandate ( 'antinued >»I next page 


The United Nations inquiry 
was set up after a 
call on election day from 
most candidates opposing 
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Over 450 Afghans (including both men and 
women) took part in the field work. Tearns were 
placed in 177 locations spread across 26 
provinces and Pakistan. All data included below 
is preliminary and includes 17,110 respondents. 


impact on our government 
reputation," said The United Nations 

Man i van an. Quality Representative Sam 

j Manager. Vidana Gamachi visited 

- j says that the ink was the company factory in 
H j manufactured according Mysore before placing 

■ | to a formula specially orders for 50,000 

P : - designed by the Delhi- marker pens instead of 
|||| based National Physical mk bottles. 

* Laboratory, and has While 50,000 pens were 
been used in India for sent to Afghanistan, 

over 50 years in voters in booths set up 

"' 1 addition to being in Pakistan used 

| | exported to many indelible ink from 

African countries, bottles for the 
v Cambodia, Nepal, presidential election 
pi Papua New Guinea and Company officials say 
t'\ Turkey. 22,000 bottles of 80ml 

jjs "It is a good ink, a indelible ink were sent 

.’ proven ink,' Manivanan for use in booths set up 

pens observed in Pakistan for Afghan 

i not Mysore Paints is the refugees, 
ilible so j e ind^ company "There it was very 
ers - that manufactures successful" Mani varan i 


• 82% of respondents said that the election was 
fiee and fair. T.ris finding was consistent 
throughout the day. 


• 97% said that any problems in the election did 
not affect the outcome 


of respondents said that 
ders was the number 
government 


disarming 
one priority of 
Reconstruction and the 
development of the economy bad 16% and I i% 
support respectively. 


• 89% of the respondents said that th 
situation is improving 


• 84% said that life has improved since the fall 
of the Taliban 

• 92% said that life will be better in one vear 


22% of the current sample are women This 
is not a prediction for the turnout of women 
on Election Day. 


• Karzai received support from 
Pashtuns sampled, 40% of Tajiks 
Uzbeks and 21 % of Hazaras. 


Iraq is lost, based on what 
any historian will tell you 
is far too little ev idence to 
make such a final 
judgment." he wrote 
’’Now, the United States 
could conceivablv lose in 
Iraq. But the odds arc 
against it. and it is 
certainly far loo early to 
make that judgment. ” 

What has happened in 
Afghanistan will help that 
argument but it will not 
by itself ensure that it 
comes true 


• Qanuni received the support of 5% of 
Pashtuns sampled, 34% of Tajiks. 9% of 
Uzbeks, and 5% of Hazaras 


supporting a foreign active, hare not proved to 
government. be a national llircat. A US 

These days. the equation general remarked with 
is more complex. The nco- satisfaction and some 
conservatives who run scorn that they did not 
American policy ha\c a "show" during the 
belief in the power of election, 
elections and the re- The warlords arc still 
ordering of society. around but if they can be 

Mr Bush himself, despite changed into peacclords. 

his former refusal to their threat is diminished 
contemplate "nation- Afghan's other problems. 

now makes of opium and 

references to reconstruction, will have 
and "liberty ” in to be tackled 

pcccbcs Elections do not solve 

such problems. bul 


• 8% of all women sampled voted for Jalal 


• Uzbeks were least likely to believe the¬ 
eled ion was free and fair 
I he International Republican Institute is a non¬ 
profit. non-governmental organization based in 
Washington, D C. It is not affiliated with the 
Republican Party IRI is active in over 50 
countries worldwide, working to advance 
democracy and strengthen democratic 
institutions IRI has worked in Afghanistan 
since Januarv of 2002 


Th„ „ the critical last weeks of a 

olerrvxnh 1* ^ Afghanistan was the dose presidential 

e ection nas taken initial target in the "war campaign in which foreign 

place in Afghanistan olv tcrror » „ was lhc poflc> has p j a>cd an 

has to be counted as home not only of the unusually prominent role government onlv There 

a major success in Taleban but of Osama Bin He has hailed it as "a not due to be a fu 

the ^ new Great Laden really great thing", and constitutional govcrniiu 

Game which is For the policy ol can be expccicd to make in Iraq until the end 
being played out in intervention to work much more of it m the December next vc; 

parts Of Asia. properly. the toppling of days to come. President Bush 

In places where the the Taleban had to be He will use Afghanistan supporters will 

British, Russian and other followed by the as an example for Iraq, that Iraq i 
empires once vied for installation of a moderate However bad Iraq looks impossible, 

influence. .the new government. now, he will argue it can In his latest 

game’ seeks to establish US foreign policy has improve, as Afghanistan column for 

stable and reasonably moved on since the davs has. Washington Post 

democratic governments when Washington did not But while Afghanistan has Kagan, senior associate ai 

in order to provide a long care that much who ran a gone belter than had been ihe Carnegie Endowment 

icrni solution to the threat country as long as they feared. Iraq has gone for International Peace 

from Islamic extremism. were not communists, worse than had been took that v iew. 

The elections are also a "He's a son of a bitch but hoped. "For the past few months 

huge relief for the Bush hes our son of a bitch" is In Afghanistan. the it has become common 

a dm i n i stration . After all, no lo n ger the basis for Taleban though still wisdom that the war in 


US Wants Indian Role in 
Rebuilding Afghanistan 

KABUL: The United Stales milium role in Afghanistan 
mints a greater Indian role would upset Pakistan, which 
in ihe reconstruction and remains Washington's kc> 
development of ally in the bailie against 

Afghanistan, but docs not terrorism, 
see any security role for Khalil/ad. who was 
New Delhi in the fractured appointed m the aftermath of 
nation. US Ambassador to the ^ept. J \ attacks tlun 
Kabul Zalimn Khalil/ad triggered ihe USdcd 
told reporters in Kabul, invasion and the overthrow 
Khalil/ad said Indian of the Taliban, said India 
military or police presence or could help more positively 
of any other regional players as it was doing in craning a 
in Afghanistan could lead to strong civil service for 
a situation where the Asian Afghanistan, 
neighbors could start to "New Delhi could help the 
compete in the country new Afghan regime in 
which had ahead) paid a selling up dams, schools, 
heavy price by becoming a hospitals and much needed 
theatre of Cold War politics, power projects and more 
Although the ambassador importantly 1 lie Ip set up a 
did not name Pakistan, it civil service." he lold a 
was clear that he meant group of \isilmg Indian 
giving New Delhi any reponers 


and his 
contend 
i not 
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